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8/5/64, 6:00 P.M. 

SR: Surely they could not have done this without some 

contact eith Peiking, could they? 

GB: I would be surprised if they did but we have really 

no information on it. 

SR: Do we know anything about Chinese troop disposition? 

GB: There is nothing that looks particularly significant. 

SR: Do we have air cover to protect Saigon, in case 

they move? 

GB: This is something we have had very much in mindr- 

the possibility that there might some day be an air attack 
on Saigon. I may say that an air attack on Saigon would be 
in a way a very curious thing for them to do because the 
obvious result would be an air attack on Hanoi. 

SR: Let's don't bring reason into this. What we are 

seeing now makes no since for them to move from the kind a£ 
war where they have all the advantage to the kind of war where 
we have all the advantage. This seems to me very puzzling. 

You don't think there is any possibility that the Chinese 
could have had some of their on stooges do this just to test 
us „ 

GB: There is certainly no indication that it is anything 

but what it looked like. First of all these were boats that 
were know to be in their possession and there was no indication 
that there were any Chinamen involved. 

SR: I just talked to Cabot. He is wondering along this 

line — that this is such a bold move on their part in the North 
was this done to bring the repose in order to justify their 
using the organized army in a major push changing the whole 
course of the war and trying to finish it. 

GB: It's possible. I don't think we can rule that out. 

In fact, I don't think we can rule out any number of possibilities 
here and we've got to be alert and on guard against all of them. 
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SR: What are the other possible courses of action? 

GB: This might be a device trying to get this into 

a negotiating framework I suppose. If you watched the SC 
thing this afternoon, the Soviet proposal was that the North 
V-N be invited to state their case. This is one way to get 
some status for them in N.Y. 

SR: What's our position on that? 

GB: I don't know that it is finally taken but I would 

say that these kind of procedural things are hard to (figure) 
in the UN and one has to weigh the advantages and disadvantages. 

I'm not just sure where we come out on it. If they are both 
there, it may be, from the point of view, of bringng them before 
the bar of public opinion, world public opinion, not a bad 
thing to do. 

SR: I can see that. There are two hypothesis — one 

that they want to unleash the army and the other that they 
want to get into talks, and bring the thing to a crisis 
forcing negotiation. 

GB: Something of that sort. 

SR: What else? 

GB: Another hypothesis was that they just acted irrationally. 

That they have these boats and they misjudged the American 
psychology as to some extent Hr. Khrushchev misjudged the 
American psychology in placing the missiles in Cuba. It 
seems such an irrational act. 

SR: Do they have any submarines? 

GB: No. 

SR: I was just thinking what a lovely evening it would 

be if they put a torpedo in that constellation out there. 

GB: They don't have submarines but of course these 

torpedo boats they have, have submarine tubes in the — the 
larger boats. 

SR: This enlivens things. Do you really think that 

Pe iking does misunderstand the firmness of this country? 
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GB: I think that they miscalculated before to a 

considerable extent what America is like. Philosophically, 
one of the disadvantages of not having any relations with 
the secoun tries , is, it is not so much that you are insulated 
from knowing what they are doing but that they are insulated 
from knowing what you are doing which is almost as dangerous. 

They can make horrible mis judgments as to what Americans 
are like. 

SR: How are you organizing this thing up. You always 

told me, the next crisis, we are going to be tidy. 

GB: This is a different kind of a crisis from the Cuban 

thing. In the first place, there is nothing like the same 
kind of tension when you had the direct confrontation between 
the major two nuclear powers, and where the next day might 
never come. We don't have that problem at this point in 
those terms at all. The second thing is we don’t have the 
problem of trying to main tain security — silence for a 
week when everybody was being his own desk officer. This 
can be handled in a more normal way. 

SR: How have these decisions been taken --primarily by 

an ad hoc committee being thrown together. 

G6: The SC has approved the major decisions that have 

been taken here. 

SR: .1 More than was brought into the Cuban crisis. 

GB: Yes. Of course we had the EXCOM which was a 

smaller version in the Cuban thing. Actually the same 
people— Defense, State and the White House, which means 
a handful of people. 

SR: Who has been representing the various places. 

GB: Rusk and I and Bill Bundy; Defense side McNamara, Vance; 

and Wheeler; White House, MacBundy mostly. 

SR: How is His Nibs taking it. 

GB: Extremely well. He is the kind of guy that thrives 

on crises in the since that he seems more cool and relaxed 
when he has real decisions to make than he does otherwise. 

SR: If you can't sleep — drink, 

jt 
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